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VERY REVEREND FATHER SAMER YOUSSEF, PASTOR

Fourth Sunday of Great Lent; Tone 8 / Eothenon 8

Commemoration of John Climacus, Author of “The Ladder”
Mark, bishop of Arethusa; Martyr Cyril the deacon of Heliopolis; Martyrs Jonah and Barachisios;
Eustathios the Confessor, bishop of Bithynia

**Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great**

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE EIGHT
From the heights Thou didst descend, O compassionate One, and Thou didst submit to the
three-day burial, that Thou might deliver us from passion; Thou art our Life and our
Resurrection, O Lord, glory to Thee.
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ST. JOHN CLIMACUS IN TONE EIGHT
The barren wilderness thou didst make fertile with the streams of thy tears; and by thy deep
sighing thou hast given fruit through thy struggles a hundred-fold. Accordingly, thou hast

become a star for the universe, sparkling with miracles. Therefore, O righteous Father John
Climacus, intercede with Christ God to save our souls.
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TROPARION OF TRANSFIGURATION - TONE 7

When thou was Transfigured on the mountain top, O Christ our God. Thou
didst reveal thy glory to thy disciples as they could bear it. Enlighten us poor
sinners as well with thine ever lasting light through the intercessions of the
Theotokos, O thou Giver of light, glory to thee.
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KONTAKION FOR THE ANNUNCIATION (AND GREAT LENT) IN TONE EIGHT

To thee, the Champion Leader, I thy servant offer thanks of victory; O Theotokos, thou
who hast delivered me from terror. But as thou that hast that power invincible, O
Theotokos, thou alone can set me free; from all forms of danger free me and deliver me,
that I may cry unto thee: “Rejoice, O Bride without bridegroom!”
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THE EPISTLE
(For the Fourth Sunday of Great Lent)
The Lord will give strength to His people. The Lord will bless His people with peace.

The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews. (6:13-20)

Brethren, when God made a promise to Abraham, since He had no one greater
by whom to swear, He swore by Himself, saying, “Surely I will bless you and multiply
you.” And thus Abraham, having patiently endured, obtained the promise. Men indeed
swear by one greater than themselves, and in all their disputes an oath is final for
confirmation. So when God desired to show more convincingly to the heirs of the
promise the unchangeable character of His purpose, He interposed with an oath. So that
through two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible that God should prove false,
we who have fled for refuge might have strong encouragement to seize the hope set
before us. We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters into
the inner shrine behind the curtain, where Jesus has gone as a forerunner on our behalf,
having become a high priest forever after the order of Melchizedek.
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THE GOSPEL
(For the Fourth Sunday of Great Lent)
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark. (9:16-30)

At that time, a man came to Jesus, kneeling down and saying unto him,
“Teacher, I brought my son to you, for he has a dumb spirit. And wherever it seizes
him, it dashes him down; and he foams and grinds his teeth and becomes rigid; and I
asked Thy Disciples to cast it out, and they were not able.” And Jesus answered them,
“O faithless generation, how long am I to be with you? How long am I to bear with
you? Bring him to Me.” And they brought the boy to Him; and when the spirit saw
Jesus, immediately it convulsed the boy, and he fell on the ground and rolled about,
foaming at the mouth. And Jesus asked his father, “How long has he had this?”” And he
said, “From childhood. And it has often cast him into the fire and into the water, to
destroy him; but if Thou canst do anything, have pity on us and help us.” And Jesus said
to him, “If you can believe, all things are possible to him who believes.” Immediately
the father of the child cried out and said with tears, “Lord, I believe; help my unbelief!”
And when Jesus saw that a crowd came running together, he rebuked the unclean spirit,
saying to it, “You dumb and deaf spirit, I command you, come out of him, and never
enter him again.” And after crying out and convulsing him terribly, it came out, and the
boy was like a corpse; so that most of them said, “He is dead.” But Jesus took him by
the hand and lifted him up, and he arose. And when Jesus had entered the house, His
Disciples asked Him privately, “Why could we not cast it out?” And Jesus said to them,
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“This kind cannot be driven out by anything but prayer and fasting.” They went on from
there and passed through Galilee. And Jesus would not have anyone know it; for He
was teaching His Disciples, saying to them, “The Son of man will be delivered into the
hands of men, and they will kill Him; and after He is killed, He will rise on the third

day.”
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TRISAGION PRAYER
40 days memorial service for Joulit Pira offered by her sons and
daughters and their families. Memory Eternal.

HOLY BREAD OF OBLATION
OFFERED BY George & Kathy Wooster in memory of their daughter-in-law
Alana, fell asleep 3/22/09 Memory Eternal

OFFERED BY George & Kathy Wooster for the good health of their son
Mark and grandson Timothy Many Years

OFFERED BY David Liwi, husband, Ramina & Family, Shomoun & Family,
Adrene, Caroline, Douglas & Family, Nadya & Family, Martin and Family and
Anita in memory of their wife and mother Joulit Pira Memory Eternal

OFFERED BY Hanna, Bachowr, Sami, Athena, Hind and Jamil for the good
health of their mother Zahia Haddad and the Haddad family =~ Many Years

COFFEE HOUR and MERCY MEAL
David Liwi, husband, Ramina & Family, Shomoun & Family, Adrene,
Caroline, Douglas & Family, Nadya & Family, Martin and Family and Anita

in memory of their wife and mother Joulit Pira.
(To host the Coffee Hour, please contact Daad Amireh
at 408.858.0829 odaadap@siglobal.nej}

SERVICES
Matins at 9:00 a.m., DIVINE LIGURGY at 10:00 A.M.

MARCH 2" LENT STARTS
Every Wednesday: Pre Sanctified Liturgy at 7:00 P.m.

Next Friday, April 3 " will be the Last Akathist, Madayeh at 7:00 P.M.
FOOD FOR THE HUNGRY

Please remember to pick up a box to contribute to Food for The Hungry. We are
fortunate to be so blessed as to be able to donate.

Note

Please allow the Sunday School students and teachers to receive Communion first
in order for them to have more time at Sunday School. Thank you.

54" PARISH LIFE CONFERENCE
DIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES AND THE WEST

May 20— 24, 2009
“Be mindful, O Lord, of those wbear fruit and do good works in
Thy holy Churches, and who remember the poor.”
The Very Reverend Father Thomas Hopdeynote speaker
Hosted by St. Stephen Antiochian Orthodox Church in Campbell
Presided over by his Grace Bishop JOSEPH
At the Santa Clara Marriott in Santa Clara
** That Sunday, May 2the Church of the Redeemauill be celebrating
Divine Liturgy thereat the hotel **
Contact 408.370.0704 avww.plc2009.orgor more information
Early Bird Deadline: April 15, 200@any activities for all ages!

DABKE

The Middle Group will rererse THIS SUNDAY after Divine Liturgy.
See Mona Awad for information.

Marchis  Antiochian Women'’s Month
March is Women’s Month in our Archdiocese. Women in our Church throughout the
month will be reading the Epistle in both Arabic and English, ushering and giving a
sermonette.



SOYO NEWS- Save the dates!

The Project Mexicotrip is June 22 or 23 to June 30 (whole trip is planned from Tuesday to
Tuesday). The cost is $525 per person. Extra money will be needed for food in transit.
If you wish to go, please contact Fr. Samer to coordinate with the Deanery.

Save April 3 for our next meeting

Bible Study

Sessions will be directed by Father Samer
and will be held on the first Friday of every month; men and women are welcome.

Where: At Church Time: after Madayeh =~ When: Friday, April 31

Food Festival 2009 Committee Meeting

On April 8th after Pre-Sanctified Liturgy, we will have a meeting in the church to assign
committees and plan for this year's Food Festival. Everyone is encouraged to attend.
Please contact Nabil or Basma Batmani if you can't make the meeting but wish to be part of
the planning committee.

SUNDAY SCHOOL CORNER

Western Region Parish Life Conference 2009
May 20 - 24
This Year’s Parish Life Conference is being hosted by St. Stephen Church at the Santa
Clara Marriott Hotel.

The theme is “Be mindful, O Lord, of those who bear fruit and do
good works in Thy Holy Churches, and who remember the poor.”
(Anaphora of St. Basil the Great and St. John Chrysostom)

Bible Bowl

Attention Adults and all teens 13 — 19 years old, we are presently looking for enthusiastic
adults and children who want to be on the Bible Bowl Team representing our Church at the
Parish Life Conference in Santa Clara on Saturday, May 23, 2009.

Bible studies will be on the Gospel of John as found in the Orthodox Study Bible.

Please sign up with Sheila Veizades, or Hala Elmasu

Holy Unction Service

April 5 The students will have a special Holy Unction Service after
Liturgy. The Holy Unction, one of the seven sacraments, is given once a
year on Holy Wednesday. Fr. Samer added this special service for the
children since many are unable to attend night services.

Lazarus Saturday Liturgy

April 11 Lazarus Saturday Liturgy at 10:00 a.m.
The children will be kneeling under the Gospel for special blessings. Father
Samer will explain the significance behind the offering of the Holy Bread at
the end of Liturgy.
It will be followed by Sunday school special event, our annual pancake
breakfast and decoration of candles.

Please bring the following food items to share:
Preschool — 4th Grade
S5th — 6th Grade

7th — 12th Grade

We will show an Easter video for the young ones. Older students will learn
about Holy Week and we will have a special activity.

Fruits, Grapes, Strawberry etc.
Hummus & Bread
Manaish (Zatar & Bread)

IMPORTANT DATES:
April 5 Holy Unction Service for students
April 11 Lazarus Saturday

Pancake breakfast and decoration of candles.
Youth confession eight to twelve year old at 9:30

April 12 Palm Sunday....No Sunday school
April 17 Good Friday, Teen confession and All night vigil at 6:30
April 19 Pascha ...No Sunday school
Epistle Sermonette Collection Ushers
Rana Hanani Nancy Godfrey Philipbia Akery
(Arabic) Laila Hanhan

Alice Ajluni Ramza Saah
(English) Gretchen Stroud




Easter Egg Hunt after Agape Vespers at 12:00

St. Nicholas Camp in Frazier Park
The Diocese of Los Angeles and the West

“He who has ears, let him hear.” Matthew 13:9
Our Church will be going Session #1 July 12-18 (youth)
Or Session #2 July 19-25 (all ages)

Early Bird Deadline is April 6
Register online at www.campstnicholas.com
HOLY WEEK SERVICES
Lazarus Saturday Divine Liturgy April 11™ at 10:00 A.M
Palm Sunday April 12"

April 13 April 14 April 15 April 16 April 17 April 18 April 19
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MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY | THURSD FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY
AY

7:00 p.m. 7:00 p.m.
Bridegroom Bridegroom
Service Service

7:00 p.m.
Service of
Holy
Unction

10:00
a.m.
Vesperal
Divine
Liturgy

7:00 p.m.

Twelve
Passion
Gospels

12:00 noon
Decoration
of the
Tomb
4:00 p.m.
Vespers,
Procession
with the
Epitaphion
7:00 p.m.
Lamentatios

All night
vigil by
SOYO.

10:00 a.m.
Divine Liturgy

11:00 P.M
Resurrection
Matins and rush
Service
(Haimeh)
followed by the
Divine Liturgy for
Easter, Pascha
and potluck

12:00 p.m.
Easter Day
Agape
Vespers
(Baouth

Service)
Easter Egg
Hunt)

Ladies of the Redeemer’'s News!

May 8th- 9th: Women’s Retreat in Santa Cruz at Villa Maria Del Mar. Randa Aoun will be the keynote
speaker. Please note, rooms with ocean view are booked on as first come first serve basis. Please contact
Basma Batmani for additional information.

Each year, the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Women of North America award scholarships to help women
continue their education at the Archdiocese Convention. The guidelines are as follows: The applicant must
be a female over 26 years of age; in good standing of a parish of the Antiochian Archdiocese; actively
involved in her parish; applying for or registered in an academic or a member trade program of study and
demonstrate financial need. Please see Father Samer for more information.

ICON & FURNISHING DONATIONS

Note that we still have icons available for donation in the dome they are the Prophets. You
can donate them for the good health or in memory of a loved one.

These are the items we need donations for.

The name of the Icon

The Location

Donation

12 Prophets: Jeremiah,
Joel, Abbakum, and Jonas

Between Dome Windows

$1875.00 each




Description of the item Donation

Virgin Mary Medallion $ 1500.00 donated as of Nov 9,08
St. Peter Medallion $1500.00

St. John the Baptist Medallion $1500.00

St. Ignatius Medallion $1500.00 donated as of Jan 17, 09
Standing Candle Holder on table $2500.00

St. Paul Medallion $1500.00 donated as of Nov 16,08
Two Chandeliers $5000.00 each

Two Candle Stands $1600.00 each

VISITORS & PARISHIONERS: We welcome all visitors, it is an honor
to have you worship with us. Please feel free to ask questions. If you
are in communion with the Orthodox Church, you are welcome to
partake of the body and blood of our Lord, God, and Savior Jesus
Christ. In addition, everyone is welcome to partake of the holy bread,
which is distributed at the end of service. We look forward to meeting
you at the coffee hour, in the church hall, following Divine Liturgy.
Upon entering the church, bless yourself with the sign of the cross.
You may use a candle to make an offering and say a prayer. If

possible, we would like people to enter the church before services have
begun. Quietly enter the church unless the following activities are
taking place: 1) Priest is facing or blessing the faithful 2) Priest is in a
procession 3) Priest is censing the altar or the faithful 4) Epistle or
Gospel is being read 5) Priest is delivering the Liturgical Homily. After
the completion of the above events, you may join the faithful by
entering through the side doors. During communion, we should be
present at the church at least before the Gospel reading. Please form a
line where the chalice is presented, allowing the Sunday school
children to commune first. As we approach the chalice, the following
observances should take place:
x Walk in a prayerful and reverent state, minding your inwardness and
forgiveness
x Form a sign of the cross with both hands to the chest (right over left)

x Holding the red napkin under your chin, recite the following, “the servant of God
and your name”

x Pat your mouth with the napkin and make sure no crumbs fall onto the ground

x Step aside to partake of the holy bread

X In the tradition of the Church, the faithful are asked to stay until the
end of Divine Liturgy, at which time the priest says, “let us depart in
peace”. We come in line to venerate the cross, and depart to the
fellowship hall. “The word Liturgy is a combination of two Greek
words: leitos and ergon-meaning “concerning the people” and
“work,” respectively. It denotes a familiar task in which all the
people take part. Thus, in Liturgy there is no audience; everyone is
a participant. Liturgy is not something that goes on just between the
priest and the choir; the function of the choir is to lead all the people
into full participation.”




